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the Government's continuing to hold the forts until
the State should offer to enter into a negotiation.
Until such an offer shall be made, the State of South
Carolina, it is hoped and believed, will not attack
the United States forts. But even this doubtful
assurance of the conduct of the State is expressly
made dependent on the Government not sending
reinforcements to its garrisons, and also on its main-
taining the existing mode of occupying the forts,
that is, on its not transferring its troops from the
indefensible Fort Moultrie to the inaccessible Fort
Sumter.

The noticeable thing about this statement of the
position of South Carolina is that the right of the
State to the forts is so coolly and bluntly assumed,
and is emphasized by a distinctly pronounced threat
of violence. The President of the United States
might reasonably have expected that if lie was to be
approached at all by the representatives of a State
wMcli was about to leave the Union, he would re-
ceive an emphatic disclaimer of all hostile intentions
towards the other States, and a positive assurance
that every effort would be made to effect an amica-
ble adjustment of all matters affected by the seces-
sion of the State, and that in the interim no attacks
upon or seizures of United States property were to
be apprehended. Such a statement as this would
have been no more than decent arid customary, if
the outgoing State was sincerely desirous of a peace-
ful solution of the question, and it would have left
its authorities quite at liberty to insist on negotia-
tions for an adjustment being begun, continued, and